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Yorkshire Water is investing 
£70 million to improve the 
final effluent from 16 of 
its waste water treatment 
works to meet new 
environmental targets on 
phosphorus removal.
As part of the Water Framework Directive, the 
amount of phosphorus has become a measure 
of the health of rivers and watercourses.

As a result of Yorkshire Water’s investment, 
over 196 kilometres of watercourses will 
be improved and will ensure the company 
exceeds targets to reduce phosphorus and in 
turn improve the local environment.

Mark Allsop, communications advisor at 
Yorkshire Water, said: “This work will build 
on our vision to take responsibility for the 
water environment for good. We’re committed 

to doing everything we can to improve our 
local environment and by completing this 
work we’ll ensure the water we return to the 
environment is of the highest quality and 
deliver significant environmental benefits, and 
in particular to aquatic life.”

Phosphorus is a normal part of domestic 
sewage, entering the sewer system via 
domestic showers and washing machines 
due to products such as shampoo and liquid 

detergent containing phosphorus. It can also 
wash off from agricultural fields after the use 
of fertilisers and be dissolved from soil which 
can be difficult to control.

If a river becomes overly enriched it can lead to 
excessive plant and algae growth that can lead 
to oxygen depletion from the water, resulting 
in fish suffocating.

All work will be completed by the end of 2019.

Yorkshire Water to improve 196km of rivers by 
reducing phosphorus levels

Introducing Soneco
Power & Water have ingeniously combined electrolysis 
and ultrasound in a single reactor to provide effective 
and environmentally-friendly water treatment. 
Soneco® is safe and cost-effective; with all the benefits 
of physical, chemical and oxidative treatments.

The ‘beating heart’ of the process...

Modular design allows easy integration into existing 
treatment processes or can be provided as a stand-
alone reactor.

Soneco® systems are programmed to treat a wide 
variety of waste streams simply by altering the 
parameters on the power supply unit and changing the 
electrode plates.

Purification 
through

Innovation

Power & Water’s patented sono-electrochemical technology is leading in the field of contemporary water treatment.                                  www.powerandwater.com    +44 (0) 1792 700225                                            
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